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WHAT’S COMING UP? 
9 Hole Pennants, Monday  6th August 2018 

Mid Western Sawmill Mixed Open Peninsula Challenge, Saturday 11th August 2018 

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR 

FROM THE TREASURER 

     

WARREN MCLEAN 

Tee times 

ETIQUETTE - NO 5  

Players searching for a ball must allow other players coming up to pass 
them:  they should signal to players following to play through and 
should not continue their play until those players have passed out of 
range. 

Fairways:   
Where there is no cover there have been a number of washouts. This is 
not surprising considering the amount of rain over the last two months 
- in excess of 500mm. These areas will be turfed over the coming weeks 
together other bare areas. Long time members have also commented 
that they have never seen water lying on some parts of the course. We 
are fortunate that we can still keep playing when other courses are 
closed, and of course we are getting more visitors as a result. Back in 
2015 the fairways were in very poor condition with a significant 
amount of weeds and these could not be sprayed as their removal 
would have left not a lot of green cover. It is a long road back following 
some questionable fairway management over what I have been advised 
is the previous 8-10 year period. We are regularly spraying monthly 
with nitrogen and with P K and S which is the essential requirement for 
the establishment and maintenance of kikuyu. 
 
Glasgow Reports:  
Greg Shanaghan has at the request of the Grounds Committee taken 
over the responsibility of implementing the two Glasgow reports which 
have been confirmed by the WGC Annual Meetings. Greg has a passion 
for links courses, which is what ours is, and I am sure he will provide 
good leadership. However if you see him “lurking” on the course with a 
chainsaw contact me urgently!!! 
 
Course Usage:  
Juanita is slowly working into considerable information that is stored in 
Dotgolf. This information is necessary as we need to know where the 
Club is at in all areas so that appropriate management decisions can be 
made and strategic planning meaningful.  The following is a summary of 
rounds of golf played by members and visitors from January to July (not 
complete for 2018)  
                         2017  2018 
Members          4633  4358 
Visitors             3497   3257 
Total Rounds:    8130   7615     
 
Gary 

Hi Everyone, 
Well, here we are at the tight end of the year – 
August and September when our revenue is lower 
due to winter weather affecting green fees and 
most subscriptions having been received for the 
year.  Our financial year ends on 30th September 
and at that time the Board discusses and agrees on 
the new rates for the upcoming year.  It is appar-
ent, from the increased cost of replacement ma-
chinery, that we may have to increase the amount of the machinery 
levy which is part of our subscription make up. 
More on what this might mean next month. 
 
Obtaining funding for replacing our assets is becoming increasingly 
difficult.  My application for help with funding for the greenkeepers 
shed was turned down for a second time.  Thanks to Ross Seward and 
Brian Smith who are putting Plan B in place and improving the facility 
that we already have at a much reduced cost.  Smaller claims, such as 
assistance with our insurance renewals, seem to have more favoura-
ble results with the funding Trusts and I will be putting such an appli-
cation in at the end of this month to Oxford Trust. 
 
It is with regret that Tracey Carson will be leaving our staff during 
August.  Tracey has done a marvellous job of maintaining the mem-
bership data base and all that it entails, as well as the workings and 
reconciliation of Debit Success and most importantly, the co-
ordinating and liaising involved with all our golf and non golf events 
at the Club.  We will miss her and wish her well. 
 
Keep up your great support of our tournaments and other events – it 
all helps. 
 
Margaret 

Bruce Allen with his trophy for 
winning the Best Nett in the Lion 
Series.  Well done Bruce, don’t 
drop it! 



JUNIORS 

VETS AND QUADS 

GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Waipu Golf Club Inc., P O Box 76, Ruakaka 0151   Ph 09 432 

FROM THE SHOP LADIES 

In investigating what the Club has in the way of a Strate-
gic Plan, the NZ Turf Institute was consulted in 1998 and 
about ten years later. The 1998 report recommended the 
course layout be changed to near what it is now. This was 
ratified in 1999 and again some years later at AGMs. The 
course plan was modified to its present layout at a subse-
quent AGM to overcome a perceived problem with two 
“easy” Par 4s (the present 3rd and 6th which would have become the 
5th and 6th). More on this in subsequent newsletters. Attached are 
excerpts from Alex Glasgow of the NZ Turf Institute’s last report in 
December 2009 when the course layout was planned but not yet im-
plemented. 
“LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT 
DISCUSSION 
“The club has made great progress with landscape development in the 
last 10-12 years. Specifically, the pine trees have been removed to 
reveal this spectacular seaside golf course with excellent sea views. 
Some un-maintained rough (“tiger country”) has been allowed to 
develop and it creates a good visual and hazard effect. At this stage, a 
clear vision for “finishing off” the golf course should be established. 
In my opinion the following should be the key characteristics. 
No tall trees 
“In my opinion a few remaining tall trees (mainly pines) detract from 
the overall golf course landscape and are “blots” on the landscape. The 
180º view of the sea (and most of the golf course) should not be dis-
rupted by tall trees as at present. Therefore, the short to medium term 
aim should be to remove the balance of the tall trees on the golf 
course. In each case it will be possible to replace their hazard value/
affect with alternative, lower growing hazards (e.g. rough or more ap-
propriate, low growing trees/shrubs). 
Less emphasis on Pohutukawa 
“I agree with Greg Shanaghan that Pohutukawa are, strictly speaking, 
not appropriate for wide spread planting on this site and they should-
n’t be over used here. Pohutukawa are more “natural” when growing 
on coastal cliffs and hillsides (e.g. such as at the nearby Lang’s 
Cove). A few isolated Pohutukawa specimens would be appropriate on 
the golf course. Wide spread and extensive use should be avoided. 
Elimination of exotic weeds 
“The Club has an opportunity to develop a uniquely New Zealand land-
scape on the golf course by only using native plant species that are 
“native” to this particular region and site. Therefore, elimination of all 
exotic (non-native) plant species is recommended. In my opinion, the 
only plants that should be allowed to grow in those areas are the na-
tive plant species that would naturally grow there on the coastal 
dunes. Low growing, scrubby native plants species could be introduced 
to replace  
SELECTIVE CONTROL OF ICE PLANT IN ROUGH 
“The succulent Ice Plant can be very invasive in this situation (dry, 
sandy soils). Proliferation of this imported (nonnative) species was a 
problem at Muriwai Golf Club and a control 
program has been put in place to eliminate it there.” 

Golf Northland (Vaughan Witten) in conjunction with John Pennington 
and Paul Allen who works in the local schools to promote golf, put on 
a 4 course, 4 day Junior Challenge during the school holidays.  The 
Northland Eagles sponsored the prizes. 
 
The first of these was held at Waipu on 12th July.  8 juniors booked but 
19 turned up on the day which had a similar format to our Top of the 
Harbour tournament.  Only a few turned up at Okaihau on the Friday, 
but the following week similar numbers attended at Hikurangi and 
Whangarei Golf Clubs.  It is envisaged to do this in the next school 
holidays utilising other courses to encourage junior membership. 
 
It is appreciated by Golf Northland that the local courses are prepared 
to offer their facilities for the promotion of Junior Golf.   
 
We have just got back into Junior Golf after the holidays and the kids 
are keen as. 
There were 10 kids Monday which is awesome. They will continue for 
the rest of the year now and hopefully we will get more juniors out 
playing.  
 
Four of our juniors participated in the Northland series over the holi-
days and they really enjoyed themselves. 
 
Kaiser has been competing in The US Kids Auckland Golf Tour over the 
Winter and has played really well. He has wrapped the series up with 
the final round to be played at Muriwai on the 5th of August. 
 

Kylie 

Thanks to Suzanne Hansen for the toasted sandwich maker for the 
lunch room. 
 
Sadly we say goodbye to Tracey who has been looking 
after the events plus the membership and Debit Success.  
All the best for the future, Tracey.  We hope to see you 
from time to time. 

 

Tracey 

Natalie Rae Wendy Leonie Kath Ngaire 

We struck a nice day weatherwise for our visit to Warkworth and 
Quads.  Only trundlers were allowed as some fairways were very soft 
which was apparent by the state of ones golf shoes. 
 
On Thursday, 19th July, we hosted Northland Senior Vets and 80 play-
ers attended.  A big thankyou to Eva and Jeanette for ensuring the hos-
pitality etc. was up to standard and Alan and Robbie for organising the 
cards.  One statistic that stood out was that eleven players scored twos 
- a testament to the tune of a fiddle and the quality of the greens. 
Thank you John and team. 
 
Looking ahead to August, our club vets is on Friday the 3rd.  The follow-
ing Thursday, the 9th, Quads are at Mangawhai and then on Thursday 
16th, Northland Senior Vets will head to Waitangi. 
 
I have updated the noticeboard at the Club to prompt ones memory if 
needed. 
Enjoy your golf 
Roger   

Wild Scotsmen 

come over the hill 

in the Tartan 

Ambrose 



LADIES COMMITTEE MENS COMMITTEE 
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TEE CAFE 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Great view, great coffee, great food and  
discounts for club members.  

Open 8.30 am to 4.00 pm 
 

SOUP OF THE DAY 
and crusty bread  

$10.00   

I must begin this report with our ladies 18 Hole weekday Pen-
nants team. They played in the final at Northland golf club 
against Whangaroa.The team was Marilyn Bresnehan, Ilsa Ali-
son, Hannah Carrington, and Robyn Coutts. Whangaroa won by 
2 points, they had 73 and Waipu 71. A hard fought battle in the 
cold wind, rain and 
mud. Well done la-
dies,they are now 
the Northland run-
ner up weekday Pen-
nants team. There 
are 14 teams in that 
competition. Our 
weekend ladies are 
also in the final, but 
due to adverse 
weather conditions it is 
postponed. 

 
Tartan ambrose was held 
on Sunday. There was a 
good field of 11 teams. 
Lots of tartan on display 
and quite a few golfers 
from out of town and non 
golfers which was good 
to see. A big thank you to 
Aaron and Kelly from 
Waipu Four Square that 

sponsored the event. There 
was a great atmosphere in the club rooms afterwards. Thanks 
to everyone who took part. 
 
Until further notice 2 changes are happening for ladies on the 
golf course. 1 is 15cm Clean and Place through the green and 2 
is the yellow tees have been moved forward on the 6th Hole. 
They are on a high mound closer to the fairway so it’s easier for 
most ladies hitting over the water. It is still 175m to the green. 
 
Happy Golfing 
Christine, Julie and help from Juanita 

This month we held the Bream Bay Classic. The weather played ball 
on Saturday with a brilliant warm day with virtually no wind. Sunday 
promised bad weather mid afternoon but the morning dawned fine 
and calm. About 1:30pm the weather changed and the promised 
wind came along with nasty cold downpours, so we had it all. 
We had a very good field; the open division was won by Tyler Wood a 
young golfer from Ngahinepouri Golf Club in the Waikato. Masters 
was won by Lesley Eckhart and the ladies by our own Kylie Jacoby. 
Congratulations to the winners. 
 
I would like to thanks all the volunteers who turned up Saturday and 
Sunday for spotting, course marshalling etc. Starters, the girls in the 
shop, bar staff, Juanita for the cards, my committee and of course the 
ground staff who prepared the course to a very high standard with 
the weather working against them all the way. 
Thank you all for your efforts. 
 
We are now into the club champs match play competitions, best of 
luck to all the players. 
 
Tartan Ambrose last weekend was a great success, good fun and 
great company. 
 
We are now planning the Spring Stroke Play tournament 6th -7th Octo-
ber and are going to have a division for over 65s. 18 holes Saturday 
and 18 holes Sunday. They will play the blue course the same as the 
field, and the Saturday round counts as the qualifying for the final 
round Calcutta field. Looking forward to plenty of interest from the 
senior members. 
 
The course is drying out a bit now so here’s hoping we 
get back to our usual Waipu conditions. 
 
Good golfing everybody  
Murray and Rob. 
 

Ladies 18 Hole Weekday Pennants Team -  
Hannah Carrington , Ilsa Alison,  Marilyn 

Bresnehan and Robyn Coutts 

Best dressed (worst score) team - 
Carl, John, Kath, Margaret. 

Inset:  Aaron from Waipu Four Square 

 

 

 
 

 
1 x exterior grade wooden or aluminium door (standard size)  
required for the Green Keepers workshop. 
 
Contact: Ross Seward, Building Maintenance 
  Phone 433 0083 

 

Bream Bay Classic winners: 

Leslie Eckard (Masters division), Kylie Jacoby (Ladies division) and Tyler Wood 

(Open division) with Gaylene Wilson from naming sponsor, Northpine. 



RAFFLE WINNER 

9 HOLE LADIES 

COACHING SESSIONS AVAILABLE 

COURSE CLOSURES  

MEMBERSHIP 

     

Junior Golf with Kylie Jacoby is on Mondays, at 
3.30pm, except for school holidays. The sessions 
are free and open to kids of all ages. 

Kylie also offers One on One coaching.  Contact her 
direct on 432 0661 or 021 0269 3876,  
or email kylienath11@gmail.com. 

Other coaching is available with: 

* Terry Pulman, Thursdays 4.00 - 5.00.  $10 per person.  Book at the 
Golf Shop. 

* John Pennington - Juniors and Beginners, Sundays 9.00 - 10.30 am.  
Sessions are free and no booking is required. 

ACCESS SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS 

MENS 9-HOLERS 

New Members: 
Leslie Eckard  Associate 
Tyler Wood  Associate 
Michael Tovine  Associate 
Colin Lee  Full Playing - 1st year Beginner 

 
Membership Change: 

Costa Feneridis  From PAYP to Full Playing 

Welcome to new members! 

A group of players enjoy a casual 9 holes followed by an even 
more enjoyable coffee, teeing off at 8.30 each Monday.  

 

New players are very welcome to join in.  
No formalities, no scramble fees,  just turn up at 8.30. 

Please note that the course will be closed for the following events: 
 

9 Hole Pennants Tournament  
Monday 6 August - from 9.30 am to 11.30 am 
 

Mid Western Sawmills Mixed Open Peninsula Challenge 
Saturday 11 August - from 8.30 am to 3.00 pm 

 

Sincere apologies for any inconvenience. 

 

Winner of the $100 raffle, Draw 6, was Kevin Cotterill from Paparoa, a 
Northland Seniors visitor with ticket number 24.  Congratulations Kevin. 
Get your name in the next draw from the bar.  
 

9-holers benefitting from their coaching with Kylie. 

You may recall in a recent newsletter  Gary mentioned  the New Zea-
land Transport Agency has been approached to consider adding a turn-
ing slipway at the entrance of the Waipu Golf Club. 

The NZTA have advised that the access in/out of the Waipu Golf Club 
will be considered as part of the New Zealand Transport Agency Whan-
garei to Te Hana business case considering long term improvements to 
SH1, which is very good news. 

However priority for improvements are made in part according to the 
known risk of the particular area, risks include any incidents that may 
occur on a particular stretch of the highway. 

All members and visitors to Waipu Golf Club can potentially help influ-
ence the priority by advising any incidents or issues experienced when 
turning into or out of the Club, by emailing waipu@golf.co.nz, letting 
us know the details of your experience eg date, time of day and de-
scription of what happened. 

I will collate your information and send to the NZTA along with visitor 
and other information I currently send to NZTA to support our re-
quest.   Thank you for your help. 

More information on the Safe Roads business case is available here: 

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/connecting-northland/sh1-

whangarei-to-te-hana-safety-improvements/  

Wendy Moore of Warkwarth, 

Gross winner of the 9 Hole 

Tartan Tournament with main 

sponsor Lynda Peni. 

Lynda Peni with the 

Nett winner, Jo Brunker 

of Northland 

Official port tasters! 
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